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Paul Richards 
 
Instrumentation: 

Flute/Piccolo 
Oboe 
Clarinet in Bb 
Bassoon 
Horn in F 
Trumpet in C 
Trombone 
2 Percussion 
Piano 
2 Violins 
Viola 
Cello 
Double Bass 

 
 
Program note: 
Dem Alef-beys takes its title from a line in “Oyfn pripetshik” (“In the little hearth”), 
a song by 19th-century Yiddish poet Mark Warshavsky, in which children are 
encouraged to practice the letters of the alphabet (alef-beys) and to “be inspired 
by these little letters” as they “endure our years of suffering”.  A fragment of 
Warshavsky’s melody is quoted in the piano in the middle of this work.  The 
material for the remainder of the piece is based loosely on this tune, subjecting it 
to a wide array of transformations that feature every member of the ensemble in 
turn. 
The piece was written for David Stock in honor of his retirement from Duquesne 
University in 2009, where he conducted the Duquesne Contemporary Ensemble.  
In that capacity, and in his many years running the Pittsburgh New Music 
Ensemble, he has been an avid and effective advocate for new compositions.  
Encouraging the enthusiastic performance of contemporary music can at times 
be a daunting task, akin in some ways to keeping alive the language and culture 
of a minority population as Warshavsky did with his poems and songs. 
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